
LETTER OFAGREEMENT

OF

HYDROPOWER RESEARCH CENTER FOR HIMALAYA REGION

BETWEEN

KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY

AND

WUHAN UNIVERSITY

With reference to and in spirit of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed on

December 22nd,2017 between Wuhan University (WHU), a key research university

directly affiliated to China's Ministry of Education, No. 299, Bayi Road, Wuchang

District, Wuhan City, Hubei Province, People's Republic of China (PRC), 430072, and

Kathmandu University (KU), a prestigious and research-oriented university,

Dhulikhel, Nepal, WHU and KU enters into the following agreement.

This Letter of Agreement (LoA), signed on September 2020, is made between WHU

and KU. WHU and KU shall hereafter be referred to individually as a "party" and

collectively as the "parties".

l. Aims

Under the framework of international cooperation initiated by China "the Belt and
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Road Initiative", both parties uphold the principle of co-consulting, co-building and

co-sharing, and promote the establishment of "Hydropower Research Center for

Himalaya Region" to carry out teaching exchange and scientific research

cooperation. Based on the cooperation between the two parties, the joint effort should

be made to build a bilateral academic cooperation platform along "the Belt and Road"

so as to provide technical supports and instructions for hydropower resources

development in a healthy and orderly way in the two countries.

2. Objectives

The "Hydropower Research Center for Himalaya Region" (hereafter referred as

HRCHR) aims to build an open platform for the bilateral cooperation, scientific

research and talent cultivation and training. The three main functions of the research

center are as follows:

2.1 Realizing the complementary advantages of academic and platform

resources, rapidly raising the scientific research level of the parties and

promoting the development of disciplines.

2.2 Carrying out talent cultivation and training, expanding the influence of

Wuhan University and Kathmandu University, and enhancing bilateral

research cooperation.

2.3 Building foundations for a regional academic cooperation network among

"Belt and Road" related countries and providing technical supports and

instructions for hydropower resources development in the regional countries.

3. Operating Mechanism
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3. I Both WHU and KU are the founding members of HRCHR. All activities of

HRCHR should be jointly negotiated and agreed upon by the parties before

implemented

3.2 HRCHR can combine the academic and platform resources in WHU and KU,

so as to build the bilateral scientific research Centre and high-end talent

training institute in the field of hydropower development

3.3 The parties will jointly seek and manage a research seed fund under HRCHR

to provide financial support for the scientific research communities of both .-\

parties. The scientific research groups from both parties can also apply for

funding from their home governments and/or other international 
&,

organizations.

3.4 WHU intends to provide start-up funding for HRCHR for three consecutive ldd

years (2021-2023), aiming to support the joint research activities such as

short-term visits, academic and personnel exchanges. KU will also make

every effort to utilize its resources to support the development of HRCHR.

Both parties can co-organize international conferences, conduct relevant

teaching and training programs and jointly publish papers, reports and

academic works.

3.5 The parties will jointly supervise postgraduate and doctoral students in

cooperation field. Efforts should be made by both parties to obtain the

financial support from relevant authorities and agencies in the two countries,

to promote discipline development.
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3.6 All intellectual property acquired from the joint stud'y under the scope of this

LoA is mutually owned by both parties regardless of who has a direct

investment in the intellectual property technology, design or copyrighted

work. Except for matters relating to this LoA, neither party may use the

intellectual property rights without the express pennission of both parties.

The recipient of the intellectual property must keep strictly confidential.

Relevant details will be negotiated additionally.

4. Governance and Management

4.1 The parties designate Prof. Qian Zhongdong from WHU and Prof. Bhola

Thapa from KU as the focal persons (hereinafter referred to as the "Focal

Person" for the HRCHR). The Focal Persons and the scientific research

groups from State Key Laboratory of Water Resources and Hydropower

Engineering Science at WHU, and Turbine Testing L,ab at KU will form the

Technology Core Team of HRCHR.

4.2The Focal Person of HRCHR shall confer and communicate regularly with

the HRCHR Technology Core Team on material issues related to the

operation, direction, and future planning of HRCHR. Each Focal Person

shall report to the respective Dean of the school.

5. Confidentiality

Information exchanged between the parties will be treated in the strictest confidence

and will not be disclosed to any third party other than as required by a relevant

regulatory body or by law.
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6. Duration, termination and review

6.1 This Agreement shall commence on the date that this document is signed

and shall continue for a period of five (5) years after which this LoA will

automatically terminate. This Agreement is hereafter not legally binding.

6.2Bither party may terminate this Agreement by giving not less than six (6)

months'prior notice to the other party by written form. Termination of this

Agreement shall be without prejudice to any other collaborative arrangement

between the parties.

7. Governing Law and Jurisdiction

7 .l ln the event of differences arising between KU and WHU in respect of this

LoA, KU and WHU undertake to endeavor reasonably to resolve the matter

amicably through its senior representatives. The Principals of

Universities shall have authority for the resolution of differences which have

not been resolved at other levels.

7.2In the event the negotiation has not been solved successfully after a period

of 60 days, the matter may be resolved through legal proceedings. Any

proceedings relating to any claim or matter arising under or in connection

with this LoA or the legal relationships established by this LoA instituted

against a Pafty shall be brought in the courts of the country where the

defending Party currently resides and shall be governed by and construed in

accordance with law of the country where the defending Party currently

resides
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Dr. Damber Bahadur Nepali

Dean, School of Engineering,

Kathmandu lJniversity

Date: as TA s"fr Lo X-o

Prof. Jiesheng Huang

Dean, School of Water Resources and

Hydropower Engineering

Wuhan University

Date

Signed on betralf of Kathmandu University Signed on

"l L zo?<f I

ty
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